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REACHING  ACROSS  CANADA 

Stoiy  of  fhe  C«iuuli«n  Coimdl  of  Africtilttiro  and 
Uio  Faimen'  PUtfonn 


For  everyresponsible  person  of  adult  age,  living 
in  Canada,  there  are  three  fields  of  dtizenship-*- 
the  local  municipality,  the  province  and  the  IDomin- 
ion.  The  organized  farmers'  movement  in  Canada, 
which  has  for  its  supreme  object  the  establishment 
of  good  citizenship,  is  based  upon  the  idea  of  use- 
fulness within  those  three  fields.  Tlie  organized 
farmers  have  first,  their  local  societies  or  dubs; 
secondly,  their  provincial  associations,  which 
embrace  and  co-ordinate  the  local  organizations 
within  eax^  province;  and  thirdly,  their  Canadian 
Council  of  Agriculture,  which  represents  the  sphr^re 
of  federal  interests,  and  is  composed  of  represen^- 
tives  from  each  of  the  piovinoal  bodies.  Thus  It 
may  be  seen  that  the  farmers'  organizations  ooindde 
fairly  dosdy  with  the  popular  and  representative 
institutions  of  government  in  the  country — ^the 
munidpal  counaL  the  provincial  l^iislature  and 
the  Dominion  parliament.  It  is  with  the  relation- 
ship of  the  farmers  to  the  Dominion  through  their 
Council  of  Agriculture  that  this  artide  is  mainly 
concerned. 

In  Decediber,  1909,  at  Toronto,  on  the  occasion 
of  the  annual  convention  of  the  old  Dominion 
Grange,  whidi  had  been  confined  largdy  to  Ontario, 
the  Canadian  Council  of  Agriculture  was  organized. 
Roderidc  McKeime  andvB.  A.  Partridge,  wdl- 
known  Grain  Growers  from  the  West,  attended 
fhe  convention  of  the  Grange  in  1909  as  dd^ates, 
and  they  drafted  the  constitution  of  the  new. 
Council  of  Agriculture.  The  first  president  of  the  V 
Council  was  dected  in  the  person  of  D.  W.  McCuaig. 
then  president  of  the  ^lamtoba  Grain  Growers 
Association,  and  the  first  secretaiy  was  £.  C.  Drory, 
now  the  Premier  of  Ontario.  R.  C.  Henders,  of 
Culross,  Manitoba,  succeeded  Mr.  McCuaig  as 
president  of  the  Canadian  Cotmdl  of  Agriculture, 
and  he  was  followed  by  James  Bower,  of  Red 
Deer,Alberta,  afterwhom  came  J.^Maharg,of  Moose 


f.v£r'':^''rs&'^i'rr..  .wwrnaKL> 


Jaw,  Saakatchewan.    In  1917,  Mr.  Mahanj'i  place 

S;i  ^J?i  ^Z  \  ^'  I"^*  °^  CarstS^AllSrtS! 
who  8tiU  holds  that  office.  Thus  the  pr«id«nt3  of 
tiie  assooations  of  the  three  Westefn  provinoet 
have  had  their  turn  in  presiding  over  the  affairs  of 
thisw^amzation.  The  position  of  secretary,  foUow- 
mg  the  retiranent  of  Mr.  Drury,  was  held  by  E.  T. 
^m,  .of  C^wy,  until  1914.  when  RSderii 
T  I  *?^,  o  ^  *i«  P^^*  ^*»ch  he  held  up  tiU 
Tul^  1918.  N.  P.  Lambert  then  succeeded  Mr. 
McKenzie  to  the  secretarjrship. 

Re-organization  in  1916 
At  the  session  of  the  Canadian  Council  of  Aeri- 
culture  in  December,  1916,  a  qmain  amount  of 
reK)rgamzation  was  effected  in  orde.  that  represent- 
atives of  the  different  commercial  companies  which 
had  arisen  out  of  the  farmers'  movement  should  be 
admitted  to  its  membership  in  addition  to  the 
representatives  of  the  {provincial  associations.  As  a 
result  of  this  enlargement  in  1916,  the  Council  was 
made  up  as  foUows:  The,executive  officers  of  the 
Umted  Farmers  of  Alberta,  the  Alberta  Co-operative 
Kevator  Company,  The  Saskatchewan  Grain 
Growors  Association,  The  Saskatchewan  Co- 
operative Elevator  Company,  The  Manitoba  Grain 
Growers  Association,  The  Grain  Growers'  Grain 
Company,  The  GrAin  Growers'  Guide,  The  United 
Farmers  of  Ontario  and  the  United  Farmers'  Co- 
^'P^^S^lS^^^P^^y  °^  Ontario,  representing  in  aU 
over  90,000  farmers  who  were  affiliated  ^th  the 
diffCTcnt  organizations  at  that  time?  It  was  also 
deaded  to  establish  the  headquarters  of  thejCanad- 
lan  ^unol  of  Agriculture  at  Winnipeg,  where  they 
are  still  located.  ' 

Cotain  changes  have  occurred  since  1916.  In 
ttie  first  place,  the  Alberta  Co-operative  Elevator 
Company  and  the  Grain  Growers*  Grain  Company 
wCTe  amalgamateu  in  1917,  and  became  known^ 
The  Umted  Gram  Growers,  Limited,  In  the  second 
place,  the  membership  in  1916  provided  for  "not 
more  than  five"  representatives  from  any  Associa- 
tion or  Company;  and  in  1918  that  provision  was 
changed,  reducing  the  unit  of  representation  to 
not  more  than  four."  In  July,  1919,  however, 
tne  uni^  of  representation  was  again  made  five 
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ttoough  the  adiniMion  of  one  woman  bxm  e^h 

en^^of^ n^*2  Agriculture  ha.  EeS  ^n 
«ttMioe  of  the  United  Farmers  of  New  BrunawiS 

^^ch  dunng  two  years  ha.  had  r^  .piSSa 

Fine  Big  UndertaUnc 

r^^?^l^"°l"**^^.^**>  ^Wch  the  Canadian 

OtiSh-?  v-«^'  when  800  farmers  from  Ontario. 
&£Sw!^®T^'  N^»  Scotia.  Manitoba 
G^^^^V";  '^^   ^^   ^^   ihe   LauS 
SJSfSSJ  i?*  ^^^S^^*  1»10.  and  demSdS 

««!S,       •   !?^  ^^^  had  visited  the^Sie 

rv  w2!?^^  **^J«i"^°«-   3hoi^aftS^* 

^rfS^  o^^' ,  ~«^«^  the  adA^ability  of 
T^^^^  ddega^on  of  farmers  from  all^ 
^wSSJ  ^SUp^awa  to  lay  their  cause  b^ 
Farhament.    The  suggestion  was  endorsed  bv^E 

;^?S^  55**?  J***??*^  »^  advised  the  same  id« 
Sh  fiVS?^'"^  fotind  favor  throughout  the  D^S' 

S^f^!?*P^*>*^«ff«cf  NomovemStofS 

^Ae^^^^ni"^**  ^^"^'^  y^  the  eSS 
S»«r?l  A5?  ^  Ottawa  was  revealed  when  the 
Launer  Government  declared  itself  in  fa^r^ 
SSSS*^  witii  theuSSd  StlS^  ThS^^I 
P«2p«S*l  sug:ested  free  trade  in  naturi  pro^ 
and  the  reduction  in  the  duty  on^afoSffi 
miplements.  The  demand  of  thVfJmJ^h^ 
^entire  free  trade  in  agriculJiIS^J^^TS 
:f,^«frf. trade  in  natural  producCS?2o^ 
substantial  mcrease  in  the  '^Briti^IVrferSS.- 
TTie  story  of  the  election  of  1911  is  ^^^ 

^Jf^^l"^^  °"*  °°  t^t  occasioiTb^  S 

^  ^^.^^  ^^.  ^"^  P"^T^«  °f  str^^h^nS^ 
thor  various  organizations  throughout  CaSS^ 
andito^y  the  voice  of  the  farming  Seif^J 
influential  than  it  has  ever  be^T^  cSed^tiS' 
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The  Faimen'  Platform 

Co^c^Ajnculture  were  ettablished  in  W^m. 
^jwe  taken  to  conrtruct  a  poUcy  whS^vS 

r^*^*?^  unanimcusly  approved  yS^^SS? 

hi  fill??-?^^*"  A&>  jdation^.  and  also  S^ 

S«?^riS3?^^f™*^  Platform  of  1916,  therSSSf 
wSSr«^***°«  mto  codified  form  k  sSiof 
SSoS^  If^?"'^??.^^^'  ^^'^  econonSc  aiS 
S^r^^J^^"^^  **y  ^^«  oivanized  farmers 
ot  tfte  Frwne  Provmoes  and  of  Ontario        Th. 

Z^lS?  r*'/i?^"  ^1?^  being  drSSTiS-Deo^! 

TT«!*!3^o  ^^  *Y  th«  annual  conventiwis  of  the 
United   Farmers  of  Alberta,   The  ^S^Z2n^ 

gSwT*"'  A?»ociati^The  M^Xg^ 
O^^  AjjKKjation  and  the  United  FMm«?^ 
unt&no.     In  the  Summer  of  1017   f«ii-^-^  \u 

lu^urra  01  direct  taxation  on  mcomes  and  businett 

S^^  l^f***°°  ^^«^  ^*^  the  pa^^ 
1918  tWfcS**''**  opijortune  in  the  ALtumSrS 
4VI9,  tnerefore,  for  revismg  the  FarmmM'  Pio«4^^»«t 
m  ojrder  that.it  shouldtei^hTS^  d^*^ 

wl^i™r^i„5°"^     ?"*     questions     as     the 
^mi^    Elections  Act,  Oider-ia-CoanS  gov! 

fiSSS'^  of^-^'Se     "^"^  ^,    »P«*    .^ 
tnc      press,      and      proportional 
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i£i«^<**ii^-    ™s  reviled  pUtform.  app^SiSg 

SSSSJi^^^L*!?****^*"*^  '<»«*•  At  the  annum! 
SS?Jrf%,o-?**  oi^ganited  farmers  durinTSe 
iSfS^  ^®^®  **  ^"  unanimously  adopted/Sid  in 
52m?^  a  .unanimous,  demand   for  5ndef)endent 

^h'^i^'^^  ^  ^\  »*  »°^  effect  was  ^b; 
•J<^^«vincial  organization.     In  the  pariiamcSt 

by  tje  or^anjjed  farmers,  was  placSlS^.lSSSd 
at  least  twice  by  members  of  the  House. 

Political  Action 
♦u^*"-.^*  Canadian  Council  of  Agriculture  issued 

SSf<rtrj*Sf*^*^**^  °°,  expectation  that  in  the 
rtrenj^  of  it  a  demand  for  direct  poUtical  action 
wo^.be  nAdt  by  the  different  farmm  WiSSS 
at  ^  annual  conventions.  The  first  dauseinSJ 
WMUtatio^  of  the  Coundl  of  AgricuC^!^^ 

^ows:  '7©  encourage  the  farm  oopulaticmSthe 
^mmijm  to  organi^  for  the  stu^f  ed^tio^^ 
SSwS*™^?"^  poUtical  problems  havi^i 
toyanng  upon  the  happiness  and  material  prospenty 
rf  ^«P«>ple-"  In  the  spirit  of  that  dausefth?^ 
of  the  Farmers'  Platform  was  issued— to  de^o 

S^ETS  *».''^*5  1?  '^^y  ^  <^°lv«i  the  main 
SS^fi^J?*  platform  from  year  to  year  for  mS 
than  fift^xsn  years,  was  irresistible.  The  ddegaS 
tis^^  wmual  conventions  in  1919  with  SiS 

l^  ?S?*Jl  ^}  *^^.  ^  ™ted  long  «^^ 
^i  the  two  old  parties  to  give  th^  needid 
wL^Si,  '  the  mcasures.advocated  in  the  Farmers' 
Hatform  were  to  be  realized  at  all.  it  was  felt  tS 
-«f L""?^  5f  **^^  ^  ^»«^ch  a  new  party^wwS 
would  be  free  from  old  centralizecTSto^tic 
mfluences  and  whose  elected  representoti^^ 
Mrhament  would  stand  uncompromisingly  bv  the 

iiih  zS^  ^^  i^®  ^""^^n  Government  gave  an 
added  stimulus  both  to  the  Farmers'  Platfoltn  aS 


'• 


to  the  politico  ^  movement  arismg  out  of  it.  Twelve 
members  of  parliament,  all  from  the  West,  followed 
Mr.  Crerar  m  taking  an  independent  attitude  both 
toward  the  Government  and  the  Opposition  in 
parliament,  and  this  group  openly  avowed  its 
support  of  the  platform  isjnied  by  the  Canadian 
Council  of  Agriculture.     ' 

During  the  Summer  of  ,1910  political  activities 

in  all  three  prairie  provinces  were  keen.   Under  the 

auspices    ot    their    provincial    associations,    the 

organized  farmers  held  conventions  in  nearly  every 

federal  district,  and  deliberately  set  up  machinery 

to  carry  on  their  part  in  the  next  general  election. 

In  Ontario,  during  the  Summer  months,  the  farmers 

were  busily  engaged  waging  their  successful  cam- 

'paign  in  the  provincial  political  field.     But  nut- 

witiistanding   that  fact,   the   United   Farmer^  of 

Ontario  were  able  to  elect  Mr.  Kennedy  in  Stor- 

mount-Glengarry     and    Mr.    Halbert    m     North 

Ontario,    to    the    Dominion    parliament,    in    the 

federal  by-elections  of  last  Autumn.    At  the  same 

time,    in    Assiniboia,    the    Saskatchewan    Grain 

Growers  elected  Mr.  Gould,  and  in  Carleton,  the 

IJnited  Farmers  of  New  Brunswick  elected   Mr. 

Caldwell.  These  four  victories  in  behalf  of  the  New 

National    Policy    on    which    all   four    candidates 

fought  their  elections,  gave  still  more  importance 

to  the  independent  group  in  the  House  of  Commons, 

now  increased  to  sixteen.   The  neiTevent  promises 

to  be  a  general  election,  and  it  remains  to  be  seen 

how  far  the  New  National  Policy  advocated  in  the 

Farmers'  Platform  can  influence  the  whole  Canadian 

electorate.      In  the  meantime,  organization  and 

educatioiial     work   to   promote   and    consolidate 

opinion    behind    the    New    National    Policy    are 

gradually  enveloping  five  provinces,  and  radUtting 

an  influence  over  the  other  four. 

A  word  should  be  said  as  to  the  intent  of  the 
organized  farmers  in  connection  with  their  platform. 
'In  the  first  place,  the  opinion  has  been  strongly 
held  by  the  leaders  of  the  farmers*  movement  for 
years  that  Canada's  basic  industry,  agrictdture, 
has  not  been  justly  dealt  with  in  the  federal  legisla- 
tion of  this  country  during  the  past  four  dec^es. 
In   1916,  when  the  first  Farmers'   Platform   was 
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drafted,   it   was   designed   with   that  conviction. 
It  was  destined  also  in  the  beUef  that  such  a  poUcy 
as  that  advocated  by  the  Canadian  CounS  of 
Agriculture  would  place  the  country  on  an  economic, 
pohtical  and  social  basis  that  would  be  in  the  interest 
"^J^Y  of  farmers,  but  of  the  citizens  of  Canada 
generally.    The  members  of  the  Canadian  Coundl 
cf  Agnculture  reabzed  then,  as  they  do  now,  that 
the  wage-ear««^,  artizans,  professional  men  and 
faudespeople  w-e  affected  equaUy  with  the  agricul- 
ttiral  classes  by  the  fiscal  system  which  prevails  in 
J-anada,  and  they  are  just  as  much  involved  as  the 
farmo-  in  economic  and  social  reforms.  Because  the 
oreanized  farmers  have  initiated  and  promoted  a 
federal  programme  of  reform  which  they  believe 
wiu  benefit  the  Dominion  as  a  whole,  they  have 
been  aojused  of  radeavoring  to  create  dass  con- 
flict, and  to  £ain  selfish  ends  through  class  legislation, 
bu^  a  charge  is  entirely  wrong  and  unjust,  as  the 
most  cursorv  glance  at  the  text  of  the  Farmers' 
Platform  will  prove. 


Commercial  Activities 

In  addition  to  promoting  an  interest  in  progressive 
lopslation  through  its  educational  work,  the  Cana- 
dian Counai  of  Agnculture  also  endeavors  to  attend 
to  the  farmers  commercial  and  material  interests 
wheiwer  they  M-e  affected  by  developments  within 
the  Donumon  field  of  legislation,  or  wherever  by 
oo-op^ting  with  other  organizations  or  agenda 
sgncultural  conditions  may  be  improved. 

A  worthy  devetepment  in  the  relationship  of  the 
^nadian  CouncU  of  Agriculture  with  the  interests 
of  the  country  at  large  occurred  in  March  7, 8  and  9. 
m  the  year  1916.  In  the  previous  November  a 
TOoposal  was  made  to  establish  "A  Joint  Committee 
of  Commerce  and  Agriculture,"  to  be  composed  of 
representatives  of  the  business  interests  of  the 
W«tem  provmces  and  representatives  of  the  organ- 
ized fanners  associations.  The  object  of  the 
OTgamzation,  expressed  in  broad  terms,  was  to  bring 
tne  Western  farming  and  business  interests  together 
from  tune  to  tune  to  discuss  problems  affecting  their 
mutual  welfare,  "in  order  that  in  matters  where  an 
agreement  of  opinion  is  reached,  joint  action  might 
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be  taken  to  further  a  solution."  It  was  arranged 
to  l^i  the  total  representation  on  the  committee  to 
40, 20  from  each  side.  The  first  meeting  of  the  'com- 
mittee was  held  in  Winnipeg  in  March,  1916,  and 
the  number  of  representatives  was  then  increased 
to  50,  or  25  from  each  side.  The  discussions  centred 
ntfmly  around  the  subjects  of  mortgage  loans  and 
banking  credits,  and  lareely  as  a  result  of  the  better 
understandmg  which  developed  out  of  the  first 
opnforence,  several  beneficial  changes  were  made  by 
toe  banks  m  their  system  of  deahng  with  the 
Western  farmers. 

Upon  the  outbreak  of  the  war,  and  particularly 
after  the  federal  government  took  action  in  controll- 
mg  the  pnces  of  foodstuffs,  the  Canadian  Council 
of  Agnculture  occupied  a  very  important  position. 
It  was  called  upon  to  deliberate  in  such  important 
matters  as  the  fixing  of  the  price  of  wheat  and  the 
disposition  of  supplies  of  flour  and  grain  to  the 
ajied  countries  overseas.    It  is  safe  to  say  that  in 
the  &dng  of  wheat  prices  at  a  reasonable  leveL 
the  mfluence  of  the  Canadian  Council  of  Agri- 
culture  was   responsible   for    securing   a   greater 
retm.  to  the  farmer  than  he  would  have  received 
if  that  mfluence  had  been  absent  in  the  negotiations 
with   the   Government.    In  amendments   to   the 
Gram  Act,  in  the  case  of  the  livestock  contract 
with  the  railways  before  the  Board  of  Railway 
Q)mmissioner8,  in  protesting  against  the  regulations 
OT^the  Board  of  Commerce,  and  in  deling  with 
froght  rate  cases  before  the  Railway  Board,  the 
different  committees  of  the  Canadian  Council  of 
Agnculture  have  served  the  interests  of  the  farmer 
welL 

^  The  future  of  the  Canadian  Council  of  Agriculture 
IS  as  broad  and  cdtain  as  that  of  the  country 
Itself.  Its  aim  is  to  represent  thoroughly  established 
teners'  organizations  in  every  province  of  the 
Domimon.  At  the  present  time  the  prairie  agri- 
cultural provinces,  Ontario  and  New  Brunsvndc 
are  mduded  in  this  central  organization,  which  now 
presents  over  150,000  farmers.  The  farmers  of 
British  Columbia,  who  organized  themselves  into 
an  association  in  1917,  have  approached  the  Council 
<x  Agriculture  for  membership.     The  farmers  of 

® 


New  Brunswick  have  just  become  affiliated  and  have 
ye*  to  attend  th«r  first  meeting  of  the  CoundL 
Quebec,  ^a  Scotaa  and  Prince  Edward  Island  have 
jtfll  to  affihate  themselves,  and  before  long  it  is 
h^ed  that  from  the  Atlantic  to  the  Padfic  one 
i^ong  diain  of  agricultural  oiiganizations  wiU  be 
bound  together  through  the  influence  of  the 
Canadian  Councfl  of  Agricul^e. 

Winnipeg,  March,  192a  f 


THE   FARMERS'  PLATFORM 

Following  herawMi  ii  the  OAckl  Text  of  the 
stiuiUw  PUttfomi 

1.  A  League  of  Nations  as  an  international 
organization  to  give  permanence  to  the  world's 
peace  by  removii^  old  catises  ot  conflict. 

2.  We  believe  that  the  further  development  of 
the  British  Empire  should  be  sought  alcmg  the  lines 
of  partnership  between  nations  free  and  equal, 
under  the  present  governmental  system  of  British 
constitutional  authority.  We  are  strongly  oppoMd 
to  any  attempt  to  centralize  imperial  control  Any 
attempt  to  set  up  an  independent  authority  with 
power  to  bind  the  Dominions,  whether  this  iuwority 
be  termed  parliament,  council  or  cabkiet,  would 
hamper  the  growth  «l  resp<»sible  and  informed 
democracy  in  the  Dominions. 

"^  The  Tariff 

3.  Whereas  Canada  is  now  confronted  with  a 
huge  national  war  debt  and  other  greatly  increased 
financial  obligations,  which  can  be  most  readily  and 
effectively  reduced  by  the  development  of  our 
natural  resources,  duef  of  which  is  agricultural 
lands; 

And  whereas  it  is  desirable  that  an  agricultural 
career  should  be  made  attractive  to  our  returned 
soldiers  and  the  large  anticipated  immigration,  and 
owing  to  the  fact  that  this  can  oest  be  acoompli^ed 
by  the  development  of  a  national  policy  which  will 
reduce  to  a  minimum  the  cost  ex.  livmg  apd  the 
cost  of  production; 

And  whereas  the  war  has  revealed  the  a*wft«;«ig 
financial  strei:^;th  of  Great  Britain,  which  has 
enabled  her  to  finance,  not  only  her  own  part  in 
the  struggle,  but  also  to  assist  in  financing  her 
AUies  to  the  extent  of  htmdreds  of  miUions  ci 
pounds^  this  enviable  position  bdng  due  to  the  free 
trade  policy  which  has  enabled  her  to  draw  her 
supplies  iro^  from  every  quarter  of  the  globe  axui 
consequently  to  undersell  her  competitors  on  the 
world's  market,  and  because  1±is  policy  has  not 
(mly  heea   {profitable  to   Great   Britdn,.  but  has 
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J«ved  by  reciprocd  action  on  the^cJ^SaS 
jnjDogh  gradual  reductions  of  the  tiuiff  Si^JSS 
W«rt8.  having  for  its  objeSs  StoS?^®^ 

^Mi«maa  ana  at  tne  same  time  brine  about  » 
ff»t«d„ctK»  m  the  cMt  Of  Uvfag  toZ^cCdLS 

Foiten  CombineB 

And  whereas  the  Protective  Tariff  has  fostered 
<»mbmes,  trusts  and  "gentlemen's^SmiSo^- 

^"•eo  goods  to  the  fuU  extent  permitted  by  the 

■  ,f^»?^  .fflfluence  in  our  natkaaJ  ^ 

e  protected  interests,  in  order  to  maintSi 
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their  unjust  privileges,  have  contributed  lavishly 
to  pohtiad  and  campaign  funds,  thus  encouraging 
both  pohtical  parties  to  look  to  them  for  support, 
thereby  lowering  the  standard  of  public  morality. 

Definite  Tariif  Demands 

Therefore  be  it  resolved  that  the  Canadian 
pMinal  of  Agriculture,  representing  the  organized 
farmCTs  of  Canada,  urges  that,  as  a  means  of 
remedving  these  evils  and  bringing  about  much- 
Meded  social  and  economic  reforms,  our  tariff  laws 
should  be  amended  as  follows: 

(a)  By  an  immediate  and  substantial  all- 
round  reduction  of  the  customs  tariff. 
^  (b)  By  reducing  the  customs  duty  on  goods 
imported  from  Great  Britain  to  one-half  the  rates 
charged  under  the  general  tariff,  and  that  further 
gradual,  uniform  reductions  be  made  in  the  remain- 
ing tanff  on  British  imports  that  will  ensure  com- 
plete Free  Trade  between  Great  Britain  and 
Canada  m  five  years. 

(c)  By  endeavoring  to  secure  unrestricted 
reciprocal  trade  in  natural  products  with  the 
ymted  States  along  the  hnes  of  the  Reciprocity 
Agreement  of  1911. 

(dy   By  pladi^  all  foodstuffs  on  the  free  list. 

(«)  That  agncultural  implements,  farm  and 
household  machinery,  vehides,  fertilizers,  coal, 
himber,  cement,  gasoline,  illuminating,  fuel  and 
lubncating  oils  be  placed  on  the  free  list,  and  that 
all  raw  materials  and  madiinery  used  in  their 
manufacture  also  be  placed  on  the  free  list. 

(0  That  all  tariff  concessions  granted  to  other 
countries  be  immediately  extended  to  GreatBritain. 

Kg)  That  all  corporations  engaged  in  the  manu- 
wujtiue  of  products  protected  by  the  customs  tariff 
be  obhged  to  publish  annually  comprehensive  and 
accurate  statements  of  their  earnings. 

(A)  That  every  daim  for  tariff  protection  by 
any  industry  should  be  heard  publidy  before  a 
special  committee  of  parliament. 

Taxation  Proposals 

4.  As  these  tariff  reductions  may  very  con- 
siderably reduce  the  national  revenue  from  that 
source,  the  Canadian  Coimdl  of  Agriculture  would 
reocMnmend  that,  in  order  to  provide  the  necessary 
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additional  revenue  for  carrying  on  the  ffov«mm-«f 
of  ^e  ocmntry  and  for^b^SSg^  ttl^^* 
tt«™,  direct  taxation  be im^^in  thrfoS^^ 

,«if  ^j-  ®y  «  ^^^^  ***  o»  unimproved  land  values 
including  all  natural  resources.  vaiues. 

(*)    By  a  graduated  personal  income  tax. 
estates.       *  ^^^^uated  inheritance  tax  on  large 

of^^tioiT^^'^  ^^'"^  "^  °°  *^«  P«>fits 

rJfif=  J^Jt,"*  J?^?  *^  collecting  the  business 
tw ^t  ^  *^®  Dommion  Govemm^  shouldS 
that  It  be  absolutely  upon  the  basis  of  the  a^S 
:^?^«^^  ^  the  teness  and  ^c  L^ 
siderations  be  aUowed  for  what  is  popularly  knS?Si 
as  watered  stock.  n^puiariy  icnown 

ftvi?  ♦iP**  ^°  "l?"®  natural  resources  be  aUenated 
SSS  S;iT'^  ^"*  ^.^"«h*  ^t°  "se  only^dS 
«S^}S™  ^®^  ""  "^^^^  *h«  interests  of  the  public 
^^  properly  safeguarded,  such  leases  to  be 
granted  only  by  pubUc  auctiS.  ^^ 

The  Returned  Soldiers 

^^    With   regard   to   the   returned    soldier   we 

(a)    That  it  is  the  recognized  dutv  of  Canaila 

bemg  of  ^he  returned  soldier  and  his  dependants. 

«f/5  i;^*^^°bilimtion  should  take^^  ^y 
after  return  to  Canada.  ^ 

.  ^9)  '^*  fi^  selection  for  return  and  demobil. 
^on  should  bWmade  in  the^S-^  iS  S 

f^r^rS^  *°5°  ^^  ^^«  other  assured  meuis  of 
mS^  Prefer«ice  beii^  given  first  to  married 
men  and  th«i  to  theT^tive  ^leed  of  industriS 
Tt^^J^J"^  so  feur  as  possible  the  dischai^ 

id)  That  general  demobilization  should  be 
P^dua^  amiing  at  the  discharge  of  men  only  as  it 
IS  found  posable  to  secure  steady  employment. 
^i  ^l  ^^J^  lugWy  desirable  that  if  physicaUy  fit 
dMdiaiged  men  should  endeavor  to  retuhi  to  5idr 
tormer  occupations,  and  employers-^ouM  be  urged 
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to  reinstate  such  men  in  their  former  positions 
wherever  possible. 

(/)  That  vocational  training  should  be  provided 
for  those  who  while  in  the  service  have  become 
unfitted  for  their  former  occupations. 

(i)  That  provision  should  be  made  for  insur- 
ance at  the  publi6  expense  of  unpensioned  men  who 
have  become  tmdesirable  insurance  risks  while  in 
the  service. 

(h)  That  ffualities  should  be  provided  at  the 
public  expense  that  will  enable  returned  soldiers  to' 
settle  upon  farming  land  when  by  ^.training  or 
experience  they  are  qualified  to  do  so. 

6.  We  reco|;nize  the  very  serious  problem  con- 
fronting labor  m  urban  industry  resulting  from  the 
cessation  of  war,  and  we  urge  that  every  means, 
economically,  feasible  and  practicable,  would  be 
used  by  federal,  provincial  and  municipal  autiiorities 
in  relieving  unemployment  in  the  cities  and  towns; 
and,  furUier,  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  prin- 
ciple of  co-operation  as  the  guiding  spirit  in  the 
future  rektions  betweeir  employer  and  employees — 
between  capital  and  labor. 

Land  Settlement 

7.  A  land  settlement  scheme  based  on  a  r^;u- 
lating  influence  in  the  selling  price  o^  land.  Owners 
of  idle  areas  should  be  obliged  to  file  a  sdling  price 
on  their  lands,  that  price  iuso  to  be  r^arded  as  an 
assessable  value  for  purposes  of  taxation. 

8.  E^ctension  of  co-operative  agencies  in  agri- 
culture to  cover  the  whole  field  of  marketing,  m- 
duding  arrangements  with  consumers'  societies  for 
the  supplying  of  foodstuffs  at  the  lowest  rates  and 
with  the  minimum  of  middleman  handling.         *- 

9.  Public  ownership  and  control  of  railway, 
wates  and  aerial  transportation,  telephone,  tele- 
graph and  express  systems,  aU  projects  in  the 
development  of  natural  power,  and  of  the  coal 
mining  industry. 


Othet  Democratic  Reforms 

10.    To    bring    about    a  greater    measure 
democracy  in  government,  we  recommend: 
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v«)    The  reform  of  the  federal  leiuite. 
•oiSn,^*^*^  <?»«*  upon  the  growth  of 
r-joa^^  individual  member,  of  pSSSS 
^^  The  complete  aboKtion  of  the  patronage 

«iStH^V5S*S25^  ^  cootiibutioM  and  e»- 
peoAtttw  both  before  and  after  dectioii  caiSS^ 

(0    Proportional  representetion. 
\JxA  J^* ,  establishment  of  measures  of  <«»«* 
Jgiiition  through  the  imtiativX^Sto^ 

Nj*)TTbe  opening  of  seats   in   parliament  to 
women  on  the  same  terms  as  men.    *^"*""™*  ^ 

mJ^^Jr^^^  ^  ^  manufacture,  miportataon 
gjdjjle  of  mto«cating  Iiquo«  as  b^SJSrS 

nS^wJ?*?!!  1?**^*?  Section  10.  reading:  "A 

6t^ll\^^  fuffiested  by  the  Canadian^SSS 
S,5Sr?^2*l.*^*^  ^^  awwoved  by  att  thepS. 
^joad  assooattons  except  the  Uniti  Para«iS 
Aftjto.  whidi  voted  to  lay  this  ^"^Sflff 
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